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 HOUSEPLANTS DEPARTMENT

 
TOP FOILAGE PLANTS 

By Dee Beckman 
 
 

BOTANICAL 
NAME 

COMMON NAME TEMP LIGHT 
REQUIREMENTS 

WATER 
REQUIREMENTS

 
Aechmea fasciata Silvervase Bromeliad 65o + Partial sun Keep soil dry 

Put water in cup 
Aglaonema spp Chinese Evergreen 65o + 

NO cooler 
Med to low Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Aloe spp Aloe Cool 
45o   - 50 o 

Med to high Keep on dry side 

Asparagus spp Meyer Fern 50o   - 60 o Med to high Keep moist 
Aspidistra elatior Cast Iron Plant 55o   - 70 o Med to low Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Beaucarnea spp Pony Tail Palm 50o + High Keep on dry side 
Calathea spp Prayer Plant 50o + Med to low 1/3 needs 

humidity 
Ceropegia woodii String of Hearts 50o   - 60 o Med to high Keep on dry side 
Chamaedorea spp Table Top Bamboo 

Palm 
55o   - 60 o Med to low Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Chlorophytum spp Spider or Airplane 
Plant 

60o + 

NO cooler 
Med to high Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Cissus spp Oak or Grape Ivy 55o + 

NO cooler 
Med Keep moist 

Cactus Cactus 45o + High On dry side 
Crassula spp Jade Plant 45o + Med to high Keep on dry side 
Dieffenbachia spp Dumb Cane 60o + 

NO cooler 
Med Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Dracaena spp Corn Plant etc. 60o + 

NO cooler 
Med to low Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Euphorbia spp Poinsettia /Crown of 
Thorns 

60o + 

NO cooler 
Med to high Keep 1/3 dry / on 

dry side 
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Ficus spp Rubber tree 
/Benjamin Fig 

55o + 

NO cooler 
Med to high Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Hedera spp English Ivy 40o  

Keep cool 
Low Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Howeia forsteriana Kentia /Sentry Palm 60o   - 70 o Med to high Keep 1/3 dry 
from top of pot 

rim 
Monstera delicosa Swiss Cheese Plant 60o+ Med to low Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Nephrolepis spp Boston or Dallas Fern 55o + 

NO cooler 
Med to high Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Oxalis spp Shamrock or Clover 45o+ Med to high Keep 1/3 dry 
from top of pot 

rim 
Pachira Aquatica Money Tree 50o + 

NO cooler 
Med to high Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Pachypodium spp Madagascar Palm 45o+ High Keep on dry side 
Peperomia spp Peperomia 55o+ 

NO cooler 
Med to high Keep on dry side 

Philodendron spp Philodendron 55o+ 
NO cooler 

Low to high Keep 1/3 dry 
from top of pot 

rim 
Polyscias spp Ming  / Balfour Aralea 65o+ Med Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Rhapis excelsa Lady Palm 40o   - 60 o Med to low Keep 1/3 dry 
from top of pot 

rim 
Sansevieria spp Snake or Mother-in-

law tongue 
60o + 

 
Low to high Keep on dry side 

Spathiphyllum spp Peace Lily 55o+ Med to low Keep moist 
Strelitzia spp Bird of Paradise 45o+ 

Keep cool 
Med to high Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Syngonium spp Arrowhead 
Philodendron 

60o + 

 
Med to low Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Tradescantia spp Wandering Jew / 
Spiderwort 

60o + 

 
Med to high Keep 1/3 dry 

from top of pot 
rim 

Yucca Elephantipes Yucca 50o+ Med to high Keep on dry side 
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